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The National Lay Director writes . . .  

A NEW NATIONAL EPISCOPAL OVERSEER FOR NZ CURSILLO 
 

The NZ Anglican Cursillo Council is pleased to announce that Bishop 

Victoria Matthews (Christchurch Diocese) has accepted the role of NEO 

to replace Bishop David Coles who has held the position since 

February 2005.  Bishop Victoria will be commissioned at the National 

Ultreya in October.  

 Greetings to all Cursillistas for 2009.  May this year be a time 

when we all walk the 4 th Day with confidence as we take up our cross 
and follow him.  

 
  The NZ Cursillo Council will welcome Bishop Victoria to its next 

meeting 1-2 May.   The Bishop hails from Canada where as Bishop of 

Edmonton for ten years, her support of Cursillo was found to be of 
immense value as she encouraged Cursillistas in their 4th Day Walk.  

We wish her well in the position of NEO and I invite all Cursillistas to 
pray for her as she takes up this position, assisting and guiding us to 

know mind of Christ for Cursillo in New Zealand. 
 
Bishop David as outgoing National Episcopal Overseer has served 

Cursillo in a variety of ways and was the Bishop responsible for inviting 

Wellington Diocese to bring Cursillo to Christchurch in 1996.  As the 
NEO for the last four years he has been a valued contributor to Cursillo 

in NZ through his inputs at NZACC meetings, support of national 
officers, attending and preaching in the final worship service at the last 

National Ultreya, and representing Cursillo at national level. Our 

prayerful best wishes go with Bishop David in his ministry as Vicar of 
Wakatipu, and we look forward to his contribution as a Cursillista in the 

Diocese of Dunedin. 
 

  There are further changes for NZACC.  Roger Harland has 
stepped down from his role as DLD for Waikato, and we give thanks 

for his energetic leadership which still continues through his chairing of 

the National Ultreya Sub Committee. Wendy Tyrrell from Hamilton 
replaces Roger as DLD for Waikato, and we welcome Wendy as she 

represents Waikato on NZACC  We pray that her time as Waikato DLD 
will be a fruitful journey of wise leadership and spiritual discernment.  

   

 Cursillo programmes are well underway for the coming year. 
4th Day Groups are meeting and Ultreyas have been held including a 

particularly meaningful combined Ultreya in Timaru attended by South 
Island Cursillistas spread from North Canterbury to Invercargill.   



From the Editor  
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National Executive  
 

NEO-Elect Bishop Victoria Matthews 
NLD  Keith Gover       keithgover@xtra.co.nz 
NSD Rory Redmayne      doerory@xtra.co.nz 
NS Brenda Walker      brened@inet.net.nz 
 
The New Zealand Anglican Cursillo Council (NZACC)  
is made up of the above Executive and  
Representatives (2) from each Cursillo Diocese.  
 
Contacts for Diocesan Details :   

 
Wellington O6 376 7671  
Christchurch 03 384 1934  
Waikato  07 853 8375 
Dunedin  03 445 4485  

 
National Treasurer & Editor Kiwi Cursillo 

 May Carrell      mcarrell@xtra.co.nz 

 I trust your eye -sight is good enough to pick 

up the wording in the pic.  The Dioceses mentioned are 
those  t ha t  have 

introduced Cursillo.  
 

A National Ultreya is the 

coming together of all 
Cursillistas from these 

Dioceses and any who 
reside in Auckland, 

Waiapu, and Nelson. 
 

You will find details 

from the Planning Group on page 10 for NU 09.   
 

 For any travelling overseas, you might consider 
attending a similar event in USA.  Their Cursillo 

Convention will be held on - 

 
22-25 October, 2009 in San Antonio, Texas 

 
Details from : www.episcopalcursillo.org 

 
  A challenge from the Keynote Speaker (Ted 

Ederer) at last yearôs USA Convention was to invite 

attendees to set a goal for increasing Cursillo pilgrims - 
ñOne Woman, One Man, Each Church, Each Year.ò  

This would provide tremendous new Christian 
leadership for churches and dioceses, he said.   

 

Check out Tedôs website - 
 

www.morningwalkmedia.com 
 

See you at the Ultreya in New Plymouth. 

 

May Carrell 

Contôd from page 1 . . . 

Keep Cursillo in your prayers .. .  
 

Monday Waikato Diocese 
Tuesday Wellington Diocese 
Wednesday Christchurch Diocese 
Thursday Dunedin Diocese 
Friday  NZ Cursillo Council 
Saturday Worldwide Cursillo Movement 
Sunday National Ultreya 2-4 October 
 

There are many prayer items within  
pages of this issue. 

  This year is also the year of the Triennial 

National Ultreya to be held in New Plymouth 2-4 
October. This is the only national gathering for NZ 

Cursillo and it is a great opportunity to renew past 
friendships, make new ones and swap ideas. Roger and 

his committeeôs plans are already well down the track. 

Speakers include Bishop Victoria, Archbishop David 
Moxon, Tony Hassed the previous NLD, and John Talbot 

from a street ministry in Christchurch.   
 

 Can I invite all Cursilistas to earnestly consider 
attending this national gathering and to encourage 

others to do so?  Remember, Taranaki is world famous 

for its rhododendrons and October is the rhododendron 
season. Some may like to consider making this Ultreya 

part of their holidays and soak up the rhododendron 
vistas at the same time. 

 

  Finally as we travel The 4th Day journey through 
this Lent and beyond, let us remember Jesusô invitation, 
ñIf any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow meò.  

 
 Taking up our cross brings us into tune with 

God and we become authentic followers of Jesus. We 

become disciples who will experience great rewards and 
satisfaction along with the pain and the agony, because 

all these come with the sacred task of restoring 
humanity to a right relationship with God. Taking up our 

cross is absolute baseline 4th Day Christianity. 

 
 Take up your cross the Saviour said; 

If you would my disciple be:  

Deny yourself, the world forsake 

And humbly follow me.  

 

  May God bless you all as you travel this Lenten 

journey and rise again to resurrection life in the 4 th Day. 
  

Ultreya 2009! 

Keith Gover 



National Episcopal  

Overseer - elect  
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   One of my favourite recreational pursuits has been walking the Camino 
in the north of Spain, a thousand year old pilgrimage route leading to Santiago 
de Compostela. It was on the Camino that some Spanish disciples of Jesus 
Christ decided to start a movement called ña short courseò 
on Christianity (Cursillo), which in turn into an 
international movement attracting as many nationalities as 
the Camino does. Since then I have met people involved 
in Cursillo on three different continents. Cursillo has also 
been taken into prisons, with enormous benefit, and a 
number of youth parallel movements have been 
developed. 
 

  I attended Cursillo in the Diocese of Toronto when I was 
serving my first parish as vicar. Later when I became the Bishop 
in the Diocese of Edmonton, in Canada, I recognised the 
importance of Episcopal support and encouragement. Hence it is 
with great delight that I am becoming the Episcopal Overseer 
here. 

  
 My enthusiasm for Cursillo is because the movement emphasises the 
expectation for Christians to move and grow in their journey in Christ. All too 
often adult Christians reach a plateau and forget the need to continue the 
pilgrimage. The three foci of Ultreya, on spirituality; study; and apostolic action 
assures that growth does continue.  
 
 It brings to mind the observation of an organist during my early days of 
ordained ministry. She said as a musician she wouldnôt consider letting a day 
pass without practising. She also read music or something about music every 
day. She went on to say that she did the same as a Christian, for she both 
practised her faith by means of prayer and action daily, and read Scripture or 
Christian literature to deepen her understanding as a disciple of Jesus Christ. I 
believe Cursillo encourages us to do exactly the same. Day by day in small yet 
decisive steps we grow in Christ and make a difference in the world.  
 
  In Canada and New Zealand one concern I would 
mention is the rather advanced age of the majority of people 
involved in Cursillo. Consequently I have asked clergy of the 
Diocese of Christchurch to encourage younger members of 
their parishes to attend. To make this work we would probably 
need to make arrangements for child care on site. If a quarter 
of the Cursillo weekend members were under forty years of 
age we would be able to extend the influence of Cursillo.  
 
  Cursillo is one of the many ways Christians can enter a 
life long journey in Christ. I actually think it is one of the best 
ways. This year then, pray about who you might invite to come 
to Cursillo, and then ponder how you might become a 
contributing member of the next team.  
 
 Ultreya! 
 
 Bishop Victoria 

Pray  

About 

 who  

you  

might  

invite  

to come  

to  

Cursillo 
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Returning kindnesses  

 Cursillista Don 
Stout was asked to fill in 
as a Salvation Army 
volunteer bell ringer at 
Exton Square last 
December. 
 
 While ringing his 
bell on that cold, 
blustery day, Don was approached by a man who 
asked, ñYou think youôre doing any good round 
here?ò. 
 
 Don steadfastly claimed that he believed so.  
The man passed him a folded piece of paper, inside 
of which there was a cheque for $10,000.  The man 
explained in a note accompanying the cheque that 
while serving in the military some 40 years ago, the 
Salvation Army had visited his post bringing coffee 
and doughnuts.  When he tried to pay for the 
refreshments, the volunteers refused his money and 
told him their aim was to spread good cheer and 
take care of the troops. The man wrote that he was 
struck by the generosity and he never forgot it.  
 
 The donor went on to tell Don that he 
wanted to drop off the donation personally to show 
his support for the volunteers who ring the bells.  As 
he was leaving, the man said he had donated over 
$80,000 over the years. 
 
 We have all received kindnesses in our lives.  
Do we pass it on?  One kindness we all received was 
our invitation to attend our Cursillo weekend and 
strengthen out relationship with Christ.  Do we pass 
this on and sponsor a pilgrim to a 3 Day Cursillo in 
our Diocese? 
 
From the NEC The 4th Day Magazine 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

ñSimon Peter said to them, ñI am going 
fishing.ò (John 21: )   
 
 When Peter decided to go fishing that 
night, he may have been making a decision to 
get away from everything and go back to where 
he first met the Lord.  Thatôs a good move!  
When you get discouraged youôll either go back 
to the One who can save, keep and satisfy, or 
youôll go back to whatever was going on in your 
life before you met Him.  Thatôs not a good 
move!  Peter fished all that night and caught 
nothing.  Thereôs a lesson there for us. 
 
 God said to the Church in Revelation, 
ñYou have persevered . . . And we have laboured 
for My nameôs sake and . . . Not become weary.  
Nevertheless I have this against you, that you 
have left your first love.  Remember therefore 
from where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first worksò (Rev 2: 3-5)  Has your love for God 
grown cold?  If so, you need to back to where 
you first met Him, to seek Him again like you did 
before youôd heard so much and seen so much, 
before the pressures of life had worn you down.  
ñBut Iôm busy doing the work of the Lordò, you 
say.  Busyness and barrenness go hand in hand 
together.  Itôs possible to look like a saint in the 
courts of Babylon, yet be a backslider in the 
courts of Zion. 
  
Three times Jesus asked Peter, ñDo you love 
Me?ò  Finally Peter said, ñLord, you know all 
things; You know (the extent to which) I love 
Youò.  (John 21: 17).  Oswald Chambers said, 
ñBeware of anything that competes with your 
loyalty to Jesus Christ.  The greatest competitor 
of devotion to Jesus is service to Himò. 
 
Source: Word for Today - 24 March 2009 
Publisher: Rhema Broadcasting Group  Inc. 

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they  

were on the way to church service,  

"And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"    

O n e  b r i g h t  l i t t l e  g i r l  r e p l i e d ,  

"Because people are sleeping."  



National Spiritual Director  
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Spiritual Direction  

  On a day-by-day basis 
Cursillo is for me Group Re-
union. And at the moment I 

am blessed by being part of a particularly 
constructive Group Reunion. We meet monthly in 
one anotherôs homes, often share a meal, and 
provide each other with encouragement and 
accountability as we consider the piety, study 
and action of our lives. 
 
  Earlier this year the regular diet of Group 
Re-unions was supplemented by a lightening visit 
to Timaru to be part of a Dunedin/Christchurch 
joint Ultreya. This is the second year that 
Dunedin and Christchurch have had an Ultreya 
near their shared boundary and is a jolly good 
way of involving Cursillistas whose homes are a 
long way from the normal centre of things.  
 
 The Timaru Ultreya was a splendid affair 
with over 60 attendees from as far afield at 
Kaiapoi in the North to Invercargill in the South 
and very much served its proper purpose of 
encouraging us to carry on carrying on. 
 
  Group Re-unions and Ultreyas aside, the 
main thing I want to talk about in this issue of 
Kiwi Cursillo is Spiritual Direction. Some 
Cursillistas will have heard me on this subject at 
the Wellington 20 th anniversary last year, but for 
others Spiritual Direction will be either an 
unfamiliar concept or at least unfamiliar in the 
context of Cursillo. 
 
  First things first: What is Spiritual 

Direction?  Barry and Connelly (The Practice of 

Spiritual Direction) describe it like this:  
 

ŅSpiritual Direction (is) the help 

given by one Christian to another 

which enables that person to pay 

attention to Godńs personal 

communication to him or her, to 

r e s p on d  to  t h i s  p e rs o n a l l y 

communicating God, to grow in 

intimacy with this God, and to live 

out the consequences of  the 

relationship.ņ 

   So, my Spiritual Director might 
encourage me to describe an incident in my life, to 
explore where God was in that incident and then to 
go on to say how I responded ï what thoughts or 
actions did the incident lead to. This process is a 
way of helping me to 
become more aware of ï 
and responsive to - Godôs 
presence in my life.  Iôve 
found that the discipline of 
going to a Spiritual 
Director every couple of 
months or so and talking 
about the interaction of 
God with the activities of 
my life, has over time 
helped me towards doing 
that reflecting for myself. 
S p i r i t u a l  d i r e c t i o n 
stimulates me to be more 
God-conscious even when 
Iôve not got an immanent 
meeting with my Director!  
 
  Spiritual Direction is meant to be part and 
parcel of the life of a Cursillista, and the NEC Library 
(the óholy grailô of Cursillo) has booklets on the 
subject. But somehow the whole subject seems to 
have escaped in the journey across the Tasman 
Sea.  Spiritual Direction has never taken root in the 
life of Cursillo in New Zealand. Now would be a 
good time to rectify that deficiency!  
 

  There are various ways in 
which Spiritual Direction can 
happen. There will be some 
Cursillistas who already see a 
Spiritual Director on a regular basis. 
There will be others who could seek 
out a director. But for many, 
particularly those who live in rural 
areas, itôs not going to happen for 
reasons or cost or distance or 
simply the hassle involved. 

 
  However, thereôs another possibility ï and I 
raised this at the Wellington 20 th anniversary. The 
process of Group Re-unions has much in common 
with the process of Spiritual Direction ï both of 
them invite us to consider our relationship with God 
(piety) and to respond to that relationship with our 

Contôd on page 6 

 

Iõve found that the 

discipline of going to a 

Spiritual Director 

every couple of months 

or so and talking 

about the interaction of 

God with the activities 

of my life, has over 

time helped me towards 

doing that reflecting 

for myself . 



lives (changing our environment for Christ). I am 
wondering if we couldnôt combine Group Re-
union and spiritual direction. With appropriate 
training it could work well for some Groups, even 
if itôs not a universal panacea. 
  With this in mind, the National Council 
(NZACC) have invited the Wellington Secretariat 
to select a small number of Group Reunions for a 
trial. The idea is that they train in group Spiritual 
Direction and then conduct their Group Re-unions 
on Spiritual Direction lines.  
 
 It is my hope that this will be sufficiently 
advanced by the time of the National Ultreya in 
New Plymouth in October this year (have you 
registered yet?!)  that we can see if this 
particular idea has the legs to run. We shall see! 
   
 In the meantime, I wish Cursillistas up 
and down the country a very blessed Eastertide. 
May the Resurrection of our Lord be a continual 
source of new life for you.  
 
Ultreya! 
Rev Rory Redmayne  
 

Contôd from page 5 
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having a transformative influence on their lives.  The Bible Society in 

New Zealand have just published some excellent research on the Bible in 

NZ.  Among Christians 7% read daily; 9% weekly and 23% monthly.  Only 18% 

of 18 - 24 year olds stated that the Bible influenced their lives.  Only 26% 

of Christians regularly discuss the teachings of the Bible weekly, or more 

freq
uent
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ith 

othe
r pe

ople
 . .

 . .
ņ

 

 

From TSCF Magazine -  CANVAS 

Three boys are in the school play 

ground bragging about their fa-

thers.  The first boy says, òMy dad 

scribbles a few words on a piece of 

paper, he calls it a poem, they give 

him $50ó.  The second boy says, 

òThatõs nothing.  My dad scribbles 

a few words on a piece of paper, he 

calls it a song, they give him 

$100ó.  The third boy says, òI got 

you both beat.  My dad scribbles a 

few words on a piece of paper, he 

calls it a sermon, and it takes eight 

people to collect all the moneyó! 



National Ultreya  

 

New Plymouth Girlsõ High School 

 

2nd - 4th October  

Keynote Speakers . . .  

 
Archbishop David Moxon   Waikato 
Bishop Philip Richardson  Waikato 
Bishop Victoria Matthews   Christchurch 
Mr Tony Hassed         Former DLD (Wellington) & National Lay Director 
Mrs Anne Knox                Waikato 

 

Workshops and leaders . . .  

 

Rev Rory Redmayne (Christchurch)  Spiritual Direction in Group Reunions 
Revs Sarah Park & Diane Miller-Keely Youth Cursillo 
Mrs May Carrell (Christchurch)  Vision for Cursillo 
Mrs Debbie Larsen    School Chaplaincy and Bible in Schools 
Karen Morrison-Hume   Waikato Anglican Social Services 

  Wellington Cursillo    Prison Ministry 
 

Roger Harland (Chair of the Organising Committee) writes . . .  

 

¶ ñAlthough it may seem a long way off, we of the Organising Committee in New Plymouth 
are excited as the programme comes together.   

 

¶ ñSaturdayôs programme will include Workshops in the morning which deal with Cursillo 
related topics, and in the afternoon the focus  will be The Fourth Day.  

 

¶ ñNew Plymouth is a small city and although we are using different venues within the city 
they are quite close together.  There will be shuttle vehicles available to go between 
venues.  Scotlands Boarding Hostel is a well appointed, modern hostel with private sleeping 
cubicles within the dormitories.  

 

¶ ñWe have found it necessary to limit the numbers to 200 so that facilities are not 
overcrowded.  We have our first registration!  

 

¶ òFor those coming from far afield and would like to make the Ultreya part of a longer 
holiday please let us know as I am sure that local Cursillistas would be happy to show you 
our town and province.ò 

 
 

Registrations Forms available from . . .  

 

Mrs Val Rose  06 758 8849 or email <valrose@clear.net.nz>  

 

Costs:  $140 including meals  Closing date for Registrations:  31 July   

(Accommodation extra)        
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 We are companions on a journey,  
breaking bread and sharing life;  
And in the love we share is the hope we bear,  
That we believe in the love of our Lord!  
That we believe in the love of our Lord!  

 
 Prayer and Pilgrimage : About August last 
year, having prayed and asked Godôs guidance, 
my husband Rob and I decided that, as part of 
our planned overseas travel this year, we would 
attempt to walk a third of 
the famous Camino de 
Santiago de Compostela. 
Apparently the third oldest 
pilgrim trail in the world, this 
consists of some 600+ kms 
across northern Spain.  
 
  Others reading this will have already done 
a part or completed the whole of this amazing 
journey, or thought of perhaps one day venturing 
along these ancient pathways. For us the die has 
now been cast. We are now committed to make 
this pilgrimage, possibly along with our youngest 
daughter, during the last week in April and the 
first week in May. 
 
 Study and Preparation : A few months ago, 
we realised that this would mean some serious 
preparation. The longest tramp we had 
previously been on in NZ had been 3-4 days. 
Since early February we have been walking 
anything from six to eighteen kms a day, about 
five times a week. This past month, we have also 
loaded our backpacks with sleeping bags, tins of 
dog food and books to achieve the necessary 
weight of 8 -10kgs that we are anticipating we 
will each need to carry on the trail!  
 
  If I am honest, there are days when if it is 
blowing a gale, or the rain pouring down, or the 
temperature really chilly, I would much rather 
stay snug in bed. But I have been reminded of 
how óJesus resolutely set out for Jerusalemô and 
would not be diverted from doing Godôs will. 
(Luke 9:51, & 16:21). The challenge for us is to 
do the much needed endurance work, no matter 
what the weather, and to do it cheerfully.  
 
  Yesterday one of our Camino friends (and 
an octogenarian) gave me a small card with a 
beautiful Camino prayer and scripture printed on 
it for us to use at the start of each day, whilst in 
training. óMan does not live on bread alone, but 
on every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
Godô. Reading through the Gospels, it is clear 

that Jesus appreciated being in the company of 
friends, like Peter, James and John, Martha, Mary 
and Lazarus, sharing with them both in good times 
and in times of great need.  
 
 Perseverance and Companionship :  When Jesus 
first sent out the twelve disciples and then the 
seventy-two, he told them to travel in pairs, 
stressing the importance of companionship and the 
need to not ógo it aloneô. Although he had nowhere 
to call his own, no place to lay his head, we never 
hear that he was negative about anything. He was 
uncomplaining and seemed for the most part to be 
thankful and at peace. Although the days were long 
and tiring, he never seemed to be rushed or stressed 
by the demands of others, and yet was fully present 
to them. He took time to be alone with his Father 
and his complete reliance was on God in whom he 
knew that he could trust. He would go all the way to 
the cross, and be able to say óit is finished!ô  
 
  These are some of the qualities of the One 
we know as our Risen Saviour and Lord that I have 
been reflecting on through this time of both Lenten 
and pilgrimage preparation. Gratitude for a 
comfortable bed, a roof over our heads, clean water, 
and a meal on the table.  Attempting to be un -
rushed and to be always present for others, living in 
and being thankful for many small things óin the 
nowô, rather than worrying about how we will 
manage in the weeks ahead.  
 
  I am so grateful to have at least one 
travelling companion; someone with whom to share 
the óups and downs of the journeyô, even in this time 
of preparation.  
 
 Rob and I know that, along with others who have a 
large task ahead of them - our Wellington 
Secretariat, 3 Day Lay Directors and their teams - we 
will only be able to complete what we have 
undertaken with the 
help of the Lord and 
with the prayers, 
practical support and 
encouragement  o f 
church and Cursillo 
friends.    
 
 
Ultreya! & Happy Easter!  
 

Anne Aspden DSD 
 

  

Wellington Diocese. . . 
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A Challenge to promote Cursillo  
 
I made my Cursillo in 2005 which was the beginning of 

Godôs present plans for me. The Holy Spirit frequently has 
to deal with my stubborn streak and so it was that during 

the healing service I had expected to be relieved of a 
niggling fear. Instead I found myself on the floor resting 

in the Spirit with God saying, ñJust get on with the plans I 
have for you and I will take care of you!ò 
 

I took courage in the words of Psalm 32:8 :  I will instruct 
you, and teach you the way to go; I will watch over you 
and be your adviser.    
 

What could I do to help?  

My first Group Reunion saw me volunteer to take over 

the position of Parish Contact. Unbeknown to both my 
predecessor and me, that position had included the Area 

Co-ordinator. (I was not to discover this until 2008 when 
our Diocesan Spiritual Director, at a Servant Community 

meeting, informed me that I was indeed an Area Co -

ordinator.  Someone I could not argue with!)  
 

Godôs plans to prepare me for that task included being on 

team in 2006 and 2008 where, not only was I helping the 

pilgrims, but also the Lord was building in me a desire 
and commitment to encourage others to spread the word 

about the Cursillo movement. 
 

I was inspired by May Carrellôs talk at the Wellington 
Diocesan 20th birthday celebrations on ñThe Way 

Forwardò.  May spoke of her wish for the future, ñThat 
there was more recognition of the Cursillo movement in 

our Dioceses.  Support means promotion of Cursillo, not 

just recognition or passive acceptanceò. 
 

Where will I be sent? 

In 2008 I began my commitment to carry out the duties 

of Co-ordinator by visiting all the vicars in the area.  
 

 I have seen Godôs hand in all my visits. On some 
occasions I have rushed ahead before praying to make 

appointments only to find those doors closed and others 
of Godôs choice, opened for me. I was reminded of 

Proverbs 15:22:  Without consultation plans are 
frustrated, but with council they succeed.  
 

On one of my visits I had been warned of this vicarôs 

negativity towards Cursillo and asked for prayer cover as 

I felt inadequate for this visit.  I was led to the passage in 
2 Corinthians: My grace is sufficient for you; my strength 
is made perfect in weakness.  Imagine my surprise when 
I discovered only a positive attitude towards Cursillo with 

a promise to talk to several likely future pilgrims. This 
vicar had done a Cursillo many years ago but had a bad 

experience. When this was explained to me it seemed 

justified.  Following that visit I was reminded of Psalm 
118:  It is better to trust the Lord than trust people.  
 

Most of my visits have been positive and I have been 

blessed during these meetings while talking about the 
movement.  I intend to continue the contact in all the 

parishes in my area as God prompts and directs me. 
 

Encouraging others 
The Lord has given me the opportunity to encourage 

other Area Co-ordinators to do the same.  I was asked to 

give the Witness Talk at our March Ultreya, and to write 
this article to encourage and challenge other Dioceses to 

promote our Cursillo movement. 
 

Ultreya! 
 

Philippa Wardhaugh 

Area Co-odinator for Hutt Valley  

 
 

A CURSILLISTA HONOURED    

Cursillo was represented in this New 

Year's Honours list when Allan 

Anderson (Men's 3) was awarded a 
Queen's Service Medal for service to 

Conservation and the Community. 
 

A member of Forest and Bird for 
over sixty years, Allan has always had a passion for our 

native birds and forests, which led him to undertake 
a major restoration programme at Bushy Park, Wanganui 

including the construction of a $1 million 4.8 km predator 

proof fence around the sanctuary.  
 

It is significant that creation and the environment  is one 

of the five strands of mission we recognise.  
 

In addition to his work with conservation, Allan is deeply 
involved in the Anglican Church and in particular Cursillo, 

having been on team more than twelve times. He is also 

actively engaged in the community as a Justice of the 
Peace, a Wanganui District Councillor and an elected 

member of the Whanganui DHB.   
  

Wellington 2009 Diary  
 

 

3 Day Weekends 
Womenôs 32   4-7 June  El Rancho, Waikanae 

 

Menôs 32        9-12 July  Rathkeale College, Masterton 
 

Day of Deeper Understanding 
15 August       All Saints, Palmerston North 

 
Young Adultôs Cursillo  

No. 1           8-11 October   Waihoanga Centre, Otaki 

 
Diocesan Ultreyas 

14 November  All Saints, Palmerston North  11am-3pm 
 

Te Ara Pono 3 26 ï 29 November   Faith Based Unit,  

     Rimutaka Prison 
 

Seeking to stay informed? 
www.cursillo.wellington.net.nz  

Allan & Rosemary Anderson 
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From the Diocesan Lay Director . . .  

 
Training meetings for Christchurch Womenôs 12 week
-end have begun and I recently joined Lay Director 
Jocelyn Golding and her team for one of their 
meetings.   That particular day happened to be The 
Annunciation, and Sandy Constable, one of the 
Spiritual Assistants, spoke of the angel Gabrielôs 
message to Mary that she would bear a baby who 
would be Godôs son.  Godôs gift of love to the world.     
 
This reflection connected me with my own invitation 
to Cursillo.  I had asked about the strange word that 
I couldnôt understand.  I was put in touch with 
someone from another parish who was to be my 
sponsor and again I still had unanswered questions.  
I suspect that my uncertainty must have been a little 
like Maryôs.   In the end it was down to trust in God. 
 
During my Cursillo the experience of receiving a gift 
of new life was very real to me and I know the same 
has been true for many of you.  Since 2001 I have 
never stopped giving thanks for that wonderful gift 
which enriched my life and my faith, extended my 
Christian family and empowered my ministry. 
 
All of us have the opportunity for passing on this gift 
by praying about being a sponsor and inviting others 
to Cursillo.  We could even say ï like Gabriel ï 
bringing a message about a wonderful gift.  
 
I recently completed a three -day tramp on Banks 
Peninsular away from the pressures of the world.  As 
we trod the valleys and climbed the hills I was aware 
only of Godôs wonderful creation, amazing cloud 
patterns displayed in the sky, the colours of the early 
night sky that I had not previously experienced and 
the darkness which covers the earth in the back 
country. The steadfast love and beauty of God filled 
my spirit and I prayed with such passion when we 
rested each night, just as Iôm sure, Mary would have 
done after she had received Gabrielôs message. 
 
In four New Zealand dioceses, teams will be 
preparing for future Cursillo week-ends.  I encourage 
you to support them with your daily prayers and by 
attending Diocesan and National Ultreyas for 
encouragement.   And I challenge you to ask God, 
how YOU can be a messenger like Gabriel ï by your 
sponsorship of the gift of Cursillo during 2009.  
 
Ultreya! 
Max Joines,  
 

 
 

Congratulations  ~   
 

* to Judith Bruce,  
Cursillista from Merivale Parish, and Lay Director of 
Christchurch Women's 8, for being awarded the 
QSM in this yearôs Honours List. 
 

* to both Rory Redmayne, NSD.,  

* and Ivan Jones, Chch DSD,  
whose Kiwi Cursillo articles were uplifted and re-
printed in the NEC 4TH Day Cursillo Magazine of the 
United States.  Obviously deemed inspiring for 
international Cursillo readers. 

 

Book Review:  
 

òThe Shackó by William Paul Young. 
 

publisher: Windblown Media, 4680 Calle Norte, 
   Newbury Pk, CA 91320.  
 

The front cover of this book states :  

òWhere tragedy confronts eternityó and this is 

exactly what it describes in the true and 

remarkable experience of Mackenzie Allen 

Phillips. 

 

ôMackõ ð as he is called ð lives with an immense 

burden of great sadness due to the abduction and 

murder of his youngest daughter.  He and his 

family are Christians and this story engages the 

serious theological questions we all ask when such 

enormous pain is inflicted upon innocent people.  

 

The answers which Mack receives will be shocking 

to some readers and liberating to others.  Yet no  

matter what your response, there is no denying 

that this is a powerful story about one week -end  

in the life of a man who was met by God and 

whose life has profoundly altered.   Eugene 

Peterson says, ôThis book has the potential to do 

for our generation what John Bunyanõs Pilgrimõs 

Progress did for his.õ    Two million copies sold !   

A book to share and discuss.  I recommend that 

you at least  check out the website 

www.theshackbook.com  

 

http://www.theshackbook.com/


 

Christchurch 2009 Diary  

 
Fri 1 -  Sat 2 May    NZACC Mtg @ St Maryôs, Merivale 
 

Thur 7 -  Sun 10 May       Chch Womenôs 12 @ Cracroft 
 

Sat 30 May        Day of Deeper Understanding  
       @ St Maryôs, Merivale, @ 10am 
 

Sun 12 July       Ultreya  

       @ Cashmere, 2 - 4 pm. 
 

Sun 5 Sept        Ultreya   

                  @ St Peterôs, U/Riccarton, 2 - 4pm. 
 

Thur 29 Oct -  Sun 1 Nov     Chch C13 @ Cracroft. 
 

Please PENCIL these dates in your diaries now  

 
Cursillistas, local and international,  

always welcome to attend our  
Ultreyas, Clausuras and D.D.Uôs. 
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Fourth Day Travellers  ~  
 

Sheelagh and Alastair Wood,  
Cursillistas in Ellesmere Parish,  

share with us what God taught them during  
six months working away from New Zealand ~  

 
Faith:  

Praise God that ófaithô was not something which we  
had to remember to pack in our suitcases!  That gift 
travelled with us throughout the six months we have 
recently spent teaching English in South America, 
and we called upon it constantly.  
 
We were challenged on numerous occasions such as 
during an horrific three -and-a-half hour dash from a 
country town to Lima in Peru when we feared for our 
lives.   We learned to trust God in every situation, 
from relating to and trying to communicate with 
people, to getting to unknown destinations and 
returning home unscathed. 
 
We were amazed at the opportunities God gave us to 
share our faith with others.  We felt especially 
privileged to help the mother of the family we stayed  
with strengthen her faith and resume attending 
church on a regular basis. 
 
Worship:  

How we loved to visit and worship in the churches.  
God was not thwarted by our tottering attempts to 
speak and understand Spanish.  Rather we were 
given the grace to get by and as time went on we 
even began to comprehend some sermons.   
 
Our Anglican liturgical background enabled us to 
follow the Mass.  Sharing in the Eucharist and The 
Peace became a special time for us.  It was not 
unusual for hundreds to attend worship and the 
singing, accompanied by accordions, guitars and 
drums filled the vast churches and enabled us to join 
in when the tunes were familiar.  
 
Historic churches feature prominently on the 
landscape throughout Chile and many are being 
restored.  The sense of Godôs presence as one 
stepped inside was always very real and it became 
natural for us to sit quietly in unhurried prayer.  The 
stress and urgency which had somehow become 
second nature for us in New Zealand, dissipated as 
we became adjusted to ñLatino timeò and for that we 
are grateful.  
 

 
 

Learning:  

We have learned from this experience that God is 
never in a hurry and longs for us to slow down and 
spend time in quiet contemplation.   Some of us 
need to be taken far away, from both our physical 
and emotional comfort zones, in order to learn the 
lessons where it really matters ï the heart!  
 
Gratefully and Grace-fully, we say, ñ Ultreya!ò 


