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The National Lay Director writes . . .  

New Beginnings  

 

  ñUltreyaò, ñUltreyaò - common cry in 
Cursillo as we seek the onward and upward 
path, and it was great to participate in the 3rd 
National Ultreya at New Plymouth in early 
October and meet and share with Cursillistas 
from around NZ walking the 4

th
 Day in an 

endless variety of ways. The weekend was 
characterized by quality speakers, workshops, worship, and a 
depth of fellowship that can only be found in Christ, and it all 
ended too soon, except for those who were stranded in New 
Plymouth by high winds at the airport!  The final service took place 
in the soon to be Cathedral of St Mary in New Plymouth.  
 
  Advent is the beginning of the Churchôs new year and 
there is plenty that is new for some of our best known Cursillistas.  
  
 At the National Ultreya Bishop David Coles was thanked 
for his contribution as National Episcopal Overseer. Bishop 
Victoria Matthews was commissioned as the new NEO by 
Archbishop David. We wish Bishop Victoria well in this position 
and look forward to her contribution and the experience she 
brings.   
 
 Recently when I was in Wellington, I was able to attend an 
ordination service.  Amongst the Cursillistas ordained to the 
diaconate were Jill Woods, recently retired Wellington DLD, along 
with Ben and Terri Frow-Johnson who led the music at the 
National Ultreya in Palmerston North three years ago.   
 
 In Dunedin, Bishop George and Nonie Connor, who have 
been valued supporters of Cursillo, were farewelled at the end of 
November and retire to Waiheke Island.  
 
 The current Dunedin Diocesan Spiritual Director, 
Archdeacon Kelvin Wright is the bishop-elect for the Diocese, to 
be consecrated on Feb 27

th
 next year.  We look forward to Kelvinôs 

future ministry as a Cursillista Bishop.  
 
 Please pray for all these people as new directions emerge 
in their lives and ask that God will bless their 4

th
 Day walk and that 

they may be instruments for building Godôs kingdom. 
   
  The National Cursillo Council is beginning the process of 
appointing a new National Secretary/Treasurer.  At the end of 
2010 my term as National Lay Director concludes and NZ Cursillo 
needs to begin the journey to find the person God has chosen to 
serve as the next NLD.  Please talk about this amongst yourselves 

Archbishop David Moxon commissioning Bishop 
Victoria Matthews as National Episcopal Overseer, 
at the National Ultreya in New Plymouth in 
October. 

See Page 6 
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National Executive  
 

NEO-Elect Bishop Victoria Matthews 
NLD  Keith Gover       keithgover@xtra.co.nz 
NSD Rory Redmayne      doerory@xtra.co.nz 
NS Brenda Walker      brened@inet.net.nz 
 
The New Zealand Anglican Cursillo Council (NZACC)  
is made up of the above Executive and  
Representatives (2) from each Cursillo Diocese.  
 
Contacts for Diocesan Details :   
 
Wellington O4 902 8822  
Christchurch 03 313 5083 
Waikato  07 853 8375 
Dunedin  03 445 4485  

 
National Treasurer & Editor Kiwi Cursillo 

 May Carrell      mcarrell@xtra.co.nz 

 2009 concludes almost seven years of the 

Kiwi Cursillo magazine.  How the years have flown 
by.  Although subscriptions are still on the low side, 

it is with gratitude to those who do subscribe and 
keep the magazine afloat!  Also, the many 

donations that are received keep the subscriptions 

the same - as they have been since the beginning.  
Many thanks for this.  
 

 The questionnaire, via email, that the 

dioceses sent out a few months ago with regard  to 
the magazine revealed some interesting answers! 
 

§ The age for subscribers was predominantly in 

the 60-75 age group. 
 

§ A good percentage asked to receive the 

magazine via NZ Post, or provision of both - 

posted and available on the internet.   
 

§ Some werenôt aware that there was a 

national magazine or how to subscribe to it.  
 

§ Very few were aware that the magazine was 

accessible through the Wellington Website   - 
even some Wellington Cursillistas!! 

         <www.cursillo.wellington.net.nz>  
          

 Can I spur you on to talk more about Kiwi 
Cursillo with others?  Apart from ósurfingô the net to 

find Cursillo material/articles, at present the 
magazine is the only NZ-wide means of 

communicating with each other.  
 

 An exciting development which Wellington 
Cursillo have just experimented with is to make a 

video of a recent Diocesan Ultreya and pasted it on 
YouTube.  Have a look sometime -  
 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASALbOAmtKQ  
 
 

Every blessing for Christmas and the New Year, 
 

May Carrell 

Contôd from page 1 . . . 

Keep Cursillo in your prayers . . .  

 

Monday Waikato Diocese 
Tuesday Wellington Diocese 
Wednesday Christchurch Diocese 
Thursday Dunedin Diocese 
Friday  Waiapu preparing for Cursillo 
Saturday NZ Cursillo Council meeting in March 
Sunday Worldwide Cursillo Movement 
 

Be guided in your prayer by items within  

the pages of this issue. 

and at Secretariat meetings.  Eligible persons for both roles 
need to have been, or are at present serving members on 
Diocesan Secretariats. 
 
  Thank you all as you have committed yourselves to 
faithfully walking the 4th Day, and now Advent is upon us. 
Christmas and New Year rush to meet us.  For many there is 
the prospect of family times, holidays, recreation and 
recuperation.  But for us all may the coming weeks be a 
meaningful journey of faith, and may we be refreshed and 
strengthened for whatever lies ahead in 2010.  
 
  From the Advent epistle, ñMay the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for allò.  
(I Thess 3:12)  
 
Ultreya! 
 
 Keith Gover (NLD) 
 
  
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASALbOAmtKQ


Abide in Me  
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  In the Diocese of West Texas, USA, our diocesan bishop, Bishop Gary 

Lillibridge, sets out a theme for each year for diocesan council and for reflection 
throughout the year.  This year it was ñAbide In Meò from John 15: 4.  He also 

challenged all vestries to begin their meetings with a meditation by a vestry member 
rather than the priest.  One of these was a reflection and meditation on ñAbide In 

Meò and it set me to reflecting and praying.  

 
 ñAbide inò is defined in the dictionary as ñremainingò.  

This presents an image of being wrapped in arms and just 
resting there and staying, staying, staying.  How often do we 

allow this to happen in our busy lives.  Just remaining in His 
arms is like being in a comfortable chair with no need for 

concerns and with no need to jump up and move on with tasks.  

Donôt we have an experience of this at a Cursillo weekend when 
we allow the power of the Holy Spirit to direct all of the activities 

of the weekend? We are not worrying, fretting, watching the 
clock, ticking off our óto doô list or at least we should not be.  The environment 

and the schedule is structured so ñAbiding in Meò can happen and 

then we just let the Holy Spirit work.  Many miracles happen on 
those weekends as we all know. Miracles happen in our daily 

lives as well if we are abiding in Him.  
 

  A recent writer in the Forward Day By Day publication 
reflected on the Nile River as an oasis.  Having been to Egypt 

and seeing the Nile the concept of it being an oasis is very clear.  It is a very 

narrow strip of green, very rich green, amid the hills of sand that rise up endlessly 
around it.  As the Cursillo weekend draws to a close many times people express the 

concern that  ñNow we must return to the órealô worldò.  They have been living in an 
oasis of green and now see ahead the hills of dry sand of our everyday world.  But 

when we learn how to follow his command to ñAbide In Meò that strip of green oasis 

is with us always, even as we walk through sand and dry days.   
 

  One of the beauties of the Cursillo movement is that we do learn to ñAbide 
In Meò even though we may forget it from time to time.  Our Group Reunions help us 

remember what we have learned as we share with each other our piety, study, and 

action in our walk with Christ and this helps us remember abiding.  Ultreyas also 
strengthen our awareness of how to rest in Christ as we share and listen to the 4 th 

Day speaker who usually relates an experience that can only happen when we are 
present with Christ and allowing the Holy Spirit work in our lives.  

 
  May your days ahead be enriched with the presence of Christ in your life as 

you merely rest in his presence with not a care on your shoulders, truly living the 

command ñAbide in Meò 
 

Ultreya! 
Esther Bell 

 Esther is a lifelong Episcopalian.   She has been active in her 

church for the last 40 years and has served on many diocesan 

committees.  She attended her Cursillo weekend in May of 1985 and has 

been active in a Group Reunion for most of the years since that time.  

She has served on the Cursillo Secretariat in her diocese and the 

National Episcopal Cursillo Committee (National Secretariat) for three 

years.  Esther has edited the NEC 4th Day Magazine for the past 10 

years.   

 

  Esther is a lover of New Zealand having made 4 trips here with 

the most recent one in November of 2008, attending a Diocesan Ultreya 

in Christchurch!  She is delighted with mountains and hiking and has 

hiked the Milford and the Routeburn tracks.  Having no children her 

great companion and friend is her poodle, Jenny. 

 

Miracles  

happen in  

 our daily lives  

if we are  

abiding in Him
 



Praise God for gifts  

and talents!  

 
During the Christchurch Combined 13 Cursillo 
much creativity was released during a poetry-
writing activity.   Here are just two of the many 
ógemsô . 
 

A Cursillo Psalm  
 

We praise you, God, for bringing us together 
on this pilgrimage from Akaroa and Ashburton, 
from Culverden and Cashmere, from city and 
country. 
 

In this tranquil setting we see the symbols  
of your glorious and colourful world of rainbows 
and roosters and butterflies. 
 

We praise you for our fellowship over toast and 
marmalade, beef and gravy, pavlova and ice-
cream ~ all Palanca from your followers in the 
kitchen. 
 

We thank you for the laughter in our shared 
activities and the warmth and inspiration of our 
shared reflection and prayer. 
 

We praise you for extending our horizons with 
new words we have learned ~ Cursillo, Palanca, 
Mananita and Ultreya reminding us of how we 
are part of the whole world.  
 

Praise to you, O Lord, as we move towards our  
óFourth Dayô. 
 
 óMartin of Porresô table members. 

 
  

 

                    A 23rd Psalm  
 

 Lord, you are my home base 
 and you are everything I need.  
 You bring me home to rest 
 You give me safe travel 
 wherever I go.  
 
  Sure there will be slips and fords 
 I have to get through but I have  
 nothing to be afraid of because 
 I know your Spirit guides me.  
 
  You get everything ready for me 
 before I even know I need it.  
 You overwhelm me with so much 
 I dance with joy in your loving presence  
 always. 
  
 óJames of Jerusalemô table members. 

 

 

 

 

Where is the room? 

where is the house of Christmas? 

where shall we welcome Jesus? 

where are the signs of home? 

 

Let there be room, 

room for the friend and stranger, 

room without hurt or anger, 

room for whoever may come. 

 

Let love be here, 

love from the Christmas stable. 

love at our open table, 

love to be shared all year. 

 
Shirley Murray  
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Advent  

 Advent Sunday has come and gone, and Christmas looms! As we read all those 

traditional Advent Bible readings we are getting our annual dose of warnings about the econd 
coming of Christ.  

 
 For example on Advent Sunday itself we read of Jesus saying, ñBe on guard so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap.ò (Luke 21:34).  
 
 Or again, we read of St Peter 70 years later warning that ñThe Day of the Lord will come like a thief in 
the night.ò (1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 2 Peter 3:10). 

 
  Itôs all so negative!  As if the return of Christ at the end of the age is to be anticipated only with gloom. Is it 

that we live in a more optimistic age than the first century AD, or are we more benignly disposed towards the end 

times because we are either complacent or ówe are self-deceived and strangers to the truthô (to use the words 
of NZPBôS óMorning and Evening Worshipô). 

 
  It would be folly to suggest that we donôt need regularly to examine our soul, whether or not Christôs second 

coming is imminent. However, when it comes to Cursillo, it seems to me that the movement has an essentially 

positive disposition, in which enjoying our God and taking loving action is the focus.  
 

 Twelve times the Scriptures tell us to ñRejoice in the Lordò (including 5 times in the Psalms, 3 times in 
Philippians). Even when Paul has just warned the Thessalonians to prepare for the return of Christ, he soon goes on 

to say, ñé always seek to do good to one another and to all. Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.ò (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

What a wonderful positive instruction! ñAlways seek to do good to one anotherò ï the very essence of Apostolic 

Action. ñRejoice always, pray without ceasingò ï the heart of a pious disposition!  
 

  So, as Christmas approaches, may our Piety be marked by our órejoicing in the Lordô and may our 
Apostolic Action major on ñdoing good to one anotherò. And donôt feel weighed down by it all for ñthis is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you ò 
 
 Rory Redmayne 

 
George Frederic Handel was a musical prodigy.  At twenty-one he was a keyboard virtuoso.  

When he turned to composing he gained immediate fame and soon was appointed 
Kapellmeister to the Elector of Hanover (later King George I of England).  When Handel moved 
to England his renown grew.  By the time he was forty he was world famous.  Bur despite his 
talent and fame he faced considerable adversity.  Rivalry with English composers was fierce.  
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the changing political winds.   Several times he found himself on the verge of bankruptcy.  His 

problems were compounded by failing health.  He suffered a stroke which left his right arm limp and damaged 
the use of four fingers in his right hand.  Although he recovered, it left him battling depression.  Finally at fifty-
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filled with self-pity, he gave up.  But that year something incredible happened.  A wealthy friend named Charles 
Jennings encouraged Handel by visiting him and giving him a libretto based on the life of Christ.  The work 
intrigued Handel, so he began writing.  Immediately the floodgates of inspiration opened.  For three weeks he 
wrote almost nonstop.  Then he spent another two days creating the orchestrations.  In twenty-four days he 
had completed the 260 page manuscript of The Messiah. 
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[Word for Today  published in NZ by Rhema Broadcasting Group.  18 November 2009] 


